
Is it legal for me to move fi rewood?
Yes, but with restrictions. Public and private properties 
where fi rewood is used (such as campgrounds) may 
also regulate what wood will be allowed onto the 
property. The FAQs below address these in detail. 

But, it isn’t just the legality of this issue that is 
important, moving fi rewood is an un-necessary 
risk. Firewood is the primary way many invasive 
pests and diseases of trees are moving to new areas. 
Most of these invaders could only spread very 
slowly if we didn’t give them a lift on our fi rewood. 
If you want to avoid introducing a new pest to 
your yard, vacation cabin, or camping spot where 
it can destroy your trees, get your fi rewood where 
you are going to use it. Don’t move fi rewood. 

Emerald Ash Borer Quarantine
Movement from inside to outside 
the quarantine area.
Hardwood firewood that was harvested, stored, 
or purchased in the EAB quarantined area of 
Ozaukee, Washington, Sheboygan and Fond du Lac 
counties, may not leave the quarantined area.

Movement within the quarantined area.
It is legal for hardwood fi rewood to move 
around within the quarantined 
area, it’s just a bad idea and you 
are putting your trees at risk if 
you do so. EAB moves slowly 
on it’s own so even though it 
was found in NE Washington 
Co, it could be years before it 
would get to Holy Hill in the 
SE part of the county, or to the 
city of Fond du Lac on it’s own. 
However, if someone moves infested 
wood they could bring it there tomorrow. If you only 
stop in the quarantined area as long as is necessary 
to fi ll your vehicle with gas, you may transport 
hardwood fi rewood that was harvested, stored, or 
purchased in a non-quarantined area through the 
quarantined area to another non-quarantined area.

Movement from outside to inside 
the quarantined area. 
Firewood can legally go into the 
quarantined area, it just can’t 
leave again later (unless it only 
passed through the quarantine with 
fuel stops only). Again though, 
transporting fi rewood long distances 
is a bad idea and puts you at risk 
of introducing foreign pests and diseases right 
into your yard. For example, beech bark disease is 
wiping out beech in the UP and is heading towards 
Wisconsin’s northern counties. For example, beech 
bark disease is wiping out beech trees in Michigan’s 
upper peninsula and is heading toward Wisconsin’s 
northern counties. If infested wood is brought back 
from the north, it could end up introducing a plague 
that will kill or disfi gure all of the beech trees in our 
southern shoreline forests and yards.  This seems 
like a big risk to run for a trunk-full of fi rewood. 

Buy fi rewood locally. Burn fi rewood locally. 



Movement into county parks.
Nine counties currently restrict fi rewood that may 
enter their county parks and properties. Go to 
http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/arm/environment/
insects/fi rewood_restrictions/index.jsp for a list of 
counties that regulate wood. Contact the property 
or the county for information on what fi rewood is 
allowed, as regulations differ among counties.

Movement into private properties 
such as campgrounds.
Many private campgrounds regulate what wood they 
will allow onto their property. This is their right as 
private landowners. Contact the property you will be 
visiting prior to leaving to fi nd out their restrictions.

Penalties for violating the EAB 
quarantine on hardwood fi rewood.
Penalties for a private individual 
transporting hardwood fi rewood out 
of the quarantined area of Wisconsin 
to un-quarantined areas of Wisconsin. 
The fi ne is $200, six months in jail or both. This 
is a criminal violation, not a civil forfeiture. 

Penalties for a private individual 
transporting hardwood fi rewood 
from a quarantined area across state 
lines into an un-quarantined area. 
The fi ne is $1,000 for this federal violation.

Firewood regulation on public 
and private properties.
Movement into Wisconsin’s 
state parks, forests, and other 
DNR managed properties.
Firewood from out-of-state or from more than 50 miles 
away may not enter DNR managed properties. Also, 
if the property is outside of a quarantined area in 
Wisconsin, quarantine rules apply and fi rewood may 
not enter the property if it is from a quarantined area, 
regardless of whether it comes from within 50 miles.

Movement into National Forests and 
National Parks in Wisconsin.
Firewood from south of U.S. Highway 29 in Wisconsin 
or from out-of-state may not enter Chequamegon-
Nicolet National Forest. No fi rewood is allowed to 
be brought onto the Apostle Islands National Park. 

Keep Wisconsin’s Forests Healthy 

Don’t Move Firewood! 
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